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Le donne, i cavalier, I'arme, gli amori
Le cortesin, 'audaci imprese io canto

Che furo al tempo che passaro i Mori
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D'Africa il mare, e in Francia nocquer tanto
Seguendo l'ire ¢ i giovenil furori
D‘Agramante lor re, che si di¢ vanto

Di vendicar Ja morte di Troiano

Sopra re Carlo imperator romano.

Diro d' Orlando in un medesmo tratto
Cosa non detta in prosa mai, n¢ in rima
Che per amor venne in furore e matto
D'uom che si saggio era stimato prima;
Se da cole, che tal quasi m'ha fatto
Che ‘I poco ingegno ad or ad or mi lima
Me ne sard perd tanto concesso
Che mi basti a finir quanto ho promesso
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Da lo sdegno assalito hebbe talento
Di trar la spada, e ucciderli ambedui
Ma da I'amor, che porta a suo dispetto
A l'ingrata moglier, li fu interdetto.
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ARGOMENTO.

Wt Contrale Donne Rodomonte intende
3 Quanto mal pofja dir lingua fallace.
Indiverfo il fko Regno il camin prende,

L Lo

Ma luogo troua pria , che al fuo cor piace.
Quid’Ifabella nouo amor Laccende

Ma si limpedimento li difpiace

Del frate, che'ella ba feco in compagnia
chel fellonli da morte acerbaeria .

e PP I PRI A» e -

VEPYERFIVAD

INQVESTO CANTO, VENTESIMO OTTAVO, IN ROD OMON-
te,chie doposi grande odio verfole Donne,toflo che vede Ifabella, s’inamora, & s"induce
a murar featenza, conamarla , & con dimofirarlefi riuerente & gentile , fi dimoflrala
gran virtd, &lagran forza, che Iddio & i cielrhanno pofto nel vifo , & ne gli
fguardi d’ogni bella Donna , & che 'amarle & riuericle ¢ naturale, si
come violento , & fuor di natura uinana Phauerle in odio. -

CANTO VENTESINOTTAVO,

ONNER,¢ %i,
che le donne ba
ucte inpregio,

Per dio non date
d quefta iRoria
orecchic,

AqueRacheloa
Rier direindis
fpregio,

E inroRtrainfamia, e biafno s'apparecchid

Benche né macchiaui pud dar , né fregio

Linguasiuile ;e fla Uufanza uecchia,

CHE'Luolgare ignorante ogn'unriprendd

E parli pidi quel che meno intendd.,

Lafciate quefto Canto , che fenZ'cffo

Puo ftar [iftoris, e non fara men chiard,

Metteadolo Turpino , ancly'io I'ho meffo,

Nan per malewolentia, ne per gard

Ch'io u'ami, oltre mis lingua , che I'ha efpreffo
Che mai non fu di celebraruiauara,

N'ho fatto mille prose ; ¢ w'ho dimoftro,
Ch'io fonr, ne potreicffer fenon softro.

Pafii ,chitiuol , tre carte , 6 quattro, fenzé
chgefnc uerfo; e chi purleggeruuole,
Gli dig quella medefima credenza,

Che [ fuol dare & fintioni, ed fole.

Ma tornando al dir noftro , Poi ch'udienze
Apparecchiata uide d fue parole,

E darfl luogo incontra al Caudliero,

Cosi l'iftoria incomincio l'ofiero o

Afolfo Rede’ Longobardiyquello,

A cuilafcid il fratel Monaco il regno;
. Funcls giouinezza fuasi bello ,
Che mai pocb'altrigiunfero d quel fegno,
N'hauriad faticaun tal futtod pennello
Apelle ,Zeufl, 6 few'é alcun piss degno .
Bellocra, er ¢ citfeun cosi pared ;
Madimolto egliancor pik fl tenea
. Non



VENTESIMNOTITTAYO.

o Qimaud egli tanto per laltezzs

Del grado fua, dbauer ogn’unminore ;
Nectanto ,chedigenti, e di ricchexza
Di tuttii Reuicini era il maggiore ;
Quanto che diprefentis , e di bellezza
Huaucd per tutto'lmondo il primo onore .
Godeq di quefto , udendoft dar loda,
Qudnto 1 cofauolenticr pik s'oda .

Traglialtridifug corte hauea affaigrato
Faufto Latini, un cqudlier Romano ;
Con cui fouente effendofi lodato
Ordel beluifo , or dela bellamano ;
£t bauendolo un giorno domandato
Semai ueduto bawea preffo , 6 lontano
Altro buom dt forma cosi ben compofto,

Contraquel che creded, lifurifpofto o

Dico ( rifpofe Faufto) che fecondo
Chlio neggo e che parlarne odod ciafeuno ;
Nelg bellezza bai pochi pari al mondo,
E quefti pochi io li reftringo inuno .
Queuno e un fratel mio detto Giocondo,
(Eccettolui) bencrederd , ch’ ogn'uno
Di beltd molto adictro tu tilafii,
Maqueflofol credo fadegui e pafii,

AlRe parse impofibil cofa ydire,
Chefuala palma infin'allord tenne 3
E dhayer conofcenza altodefire
Disi lodsto giouene li uenne .
Fesicon Faulto, che di far uenire
Quini il fratel, prometter i conuenne ;
Benck'd poterlo indur, che ci ueniffe,
§riafaticasclacagionlidiffe;

Che'l fuo fratello erabuom, che mofJo il picde
Mdi non beues di Roma 4 la fua wita
Che del ben, che Fortuna li concede,
Tranquilla e fenza affannihasea nodrita o
Laroba,diche'l padreil lafcid erede;
Némdi crefcintabauca , né minuita
E cheparrebbe & lui Panialontans
Pik, che non parria & un'dltro ive 414 Tand.

E ladifficultd faria maggiore .
Apoterlo fpiccar da Ly moglicre
Con cui legato eraditanto amore,
Che nog wolendo lei , non pud uolere «
Pur per ubidir lui , che gli ¢ Signore,
Diffe dandare s ¢ fare olire il potere .
Giunfe il Re i preghi tali offerte,, ¢ doni,
Che dinegar non i lafeid ragioni . '

s
Partifi, ¢ in pochi giorni ritrouoffe
Dentrodi Roma 4 le paterne cafe .«
Quiini tanto pregd , che’l fratelmoffe
Sisch'duenireal Re li perfusfe;
E feceancor ( benche difficil foffe)
Chel1 cognatatacitarimafe ;
Proponendole il ben, che wufciria,
Oltre, ch'obligo fempre egli hauria.

Fiffe Giocondo & l¢ partita il giorno
Trouo cawalli , e feruitori intanto .
Vefti fe far per comparireadorno ,
cutalhor crefce una beltd un bel manto o
Lanotted lato, ¢'l dilamoglic intorno
Congliocchi ad or ad or pregni di piante
Lidice, che non fa, come patire
Potrd tal lontananzd , ¢ non niorire .

Che penfandone fol, da l1radice
Sucllerfi fente il cor dallatomanco .
Deh uitamia, nonpisngere (ledice
Giocondo ) ¢ feco piange eglinonmanco o
Cosi mi [la quefto camin felice,
Come tornar 4o fra duo meflal manco .
Né mifaria paffar dungiorno il fegno,
S mi donaffe il Re mezoil fiio regno.,

N¢l¢ Donng pereio firiconforts,

Dice che troppo termine [t piglis ;

E ,s'dl ritornononlatrousmortq,

E[Jer nion pud , [ non gran merauiglia .
Nonlifeix il duol, che giorno e notte portd
Che guftar cibo , e chiuder pofJa ciglia;

Tal che per la pictd Giocondo fpeffo

Si pente , cb'al fratello babbia promeffo .

Dal collo un fuo monile ella 1 [ciolfe,
Ch'una crocettabaucaricca di gemme

* Edifantereliquic, cheraccolfe

Inmoltiluoghi un pellegrin Bocmme ;
Etilpadredilei,che incafs il tolfe,
Tornandoinfermo di Gerufalemme,
Venendo 4 morte poi ne lafcid crede
Queftalenofi s or almarito diede ;

E chelaportiper fuo amore al collo
Lo pregd, si,che ogn'or line foxengd .
Piacque il dono al marito , ¢ accettollo,
Non perche dar ricordo li conueng,
Che né tempo , ne abfentia maidar crollo,
N¢ buona , 6 ria fortund » che glianengs,
Potrd & qucllamemoria faldac forte,
C'hadilci fempre y ¢ hayrd dopo lamorte .

Lanotte



3rs :
Lanotte , ch'anddinsnxi d qucld Aurora,
Che fu il termine eftremo 4 la pertenza,

Al fuo Giocondo par che'n braccio mord
Lamoglic , che n'batofto d1 ftar fenza .

Mai non fl dorme ; ¢ inanzi al giorno un'bors
Viene il marito & [ultima licenxda;

Monto d canallo , ¢l partiineffetto;

E lamoglier L ricolcd nel letto.

Giocondo ancor duo migliaito nonere
Che li uenne la eroce raccordata; -
C'basicaforto il guencial meffala fera,
Poi per obliuion lbauea lafeista .
Laffo (dice tra fe ) di che manicre
“Trouerd feufd, chemi fla accettata¢
Cbe miamoglie non creda,, che gradite
Poco deme fla Tamor fuo infinito .

Penfels feufs; e poili cade inmente,
Che non fard accettabile , né buond ;
Mandi famigli, 6 mandiui altra gente
S'eglimedefmo non i ud in perfona;
Si ferma , e al fratel dice , Or planamente
Fin'¢ Baccano «l primo albergo fprone;
Che dentro 4 Roma ¢ forza ch'io riuada ;
E credoanco di giungerti per firads.

Nonpotria fare altriil bifogno mio,
Nedubitar ,cb'io fardtoRoteco
Voltd il ronxinditrotto, e diffe, A Dio;
Ncde' famigli fuoiuolfe dleun feco .
Gid cominciaud quando pafid il rio,
Dinangial Sole g fuggir [dercieco.
Smionta incafa; uaal letto ; e la conforte
Quiui ritrous addormentata forte .

L« corting leud fenxa far motto
E uide quel , che men ueder creded;
Cbe bt fua cafta, ¢ fedel moglic fotto
Lacoltre,inbraccio d un giouine giaced,
Riconobbe [adultero di botto,
Per lapraticalunga,, che n'based;
Chere de Ls famiglia fus un garzone,
Allenato de lui dumil natione

S'attonito refteffe , e mal contento,
Meglio ¢ penfarlo, e farne fede altrai,
Ch'efJerne masper far [ efperimento,
Che confuo grandolor ne £ coftui .
D lo fdegno affulito bebbe talento
Ditrarla fpads, e uceiderli ambedui ,
Maddlamor , che portaal fuo difpetto
Alingratamoglier, lifuinterdetto .

C ANTO :

Nélolafcio queflo ribaldo Amore
(Vedife fe Ubaued fatto uaffallo )
Deflarlapur , per non le dar dolore,
Che foffe da lui colta in si gran fallo .
Qudnto pote pin tacito ufc! fuore ;
Scefe le feqle , e rimonte 4 casallo ;
E punto cglid’ Amor, cosi lo punfe,
Cb'd Talbergononfu, cbe'l fratel gianfe o

Cambiato & tutti parue effer nel nolto
Vider tutti , che'l cor nonbaves ficto .
M nonw'c chis'appangagid dimolto,

E poffa penetrar nel fuo fecreto
Credeano cbedulor fi foffe tolto

er gire d Romda , ¢ gito crad Corneto.
Ch amor flu del mal caufa ogn'un s auifa,
Munoncgié chi dir fappiainche guifa.

Eftingfl il fratel, che dolor'babbia
D'bauer ls moglic fus fola lafciata .
E per contrario duolfi egli, or arrabbia,
Cbe rimafaera troppo accompagnata .
Con fronte ercfpa , e con gonfiste labbia
Stalinfelice, ¢ ol la terra guata.
Faulto, cb’d confortarlo uf1 ogni proud,
Perche non fa l4 caufs, pocogious .

Di contrario liquor la piaga gli unge

E douc tor douria,, gli dccrefce doglie,
Douedouria faldar , pir Lapre e punge ;
Qsefto li facol ricordar le moglic .

N¢ pofadi ne notte ; il fonno lunge
Fugge col gufto , e mai non [l raccoglic,
E lafaccia, che dianzi era sibells,

Si cangia si , cbe pik nom fembra quella,

Par che gliocchifl afcondan e latefia,
Crefeintoil nafo par nel mifo fearno;
Delabeltd fipocalinerella,

Che ne potrd far paragone indarno .

Col duol uenne una febre simolefta,
Chelofr foggiornare 4L Arbia, e [ Arne,
E fedi bello baviee ferbatocofa, .
Toforeftd, come al Sol coltarofa.

Oltre, cb'é Faufto increfcadel fratello,
Cbe ueggiaa flmil termine condutto,
Vispik lincrefee, che bugiardo é quello
Principe , & chilodoRo , parrd in tutto .
Moftrar dituttigli buomini il pis bello
GlibaueapromefJo, e moftrerd il pix brutto.
Ma purcontinuando ls fua uia

Secolo traffe al findentro d Paxid . "
Gis



VENTESINOTTAVO.

Gidnonuuol,che lo ueggra 1l Re improwmfo,
Per nonmoftrarfi di guudicio prino;
Maperlettercinanzili di anyjo,
che'l fuo fratel ne uiene 4 pens uino
E ch'era flato d lariadel bel wifo
vn'affanno di cor tanto nocio
Accompagnato d'una febreris,

Che pitnon parea quel , ch'efJer folia

Grata hebbe la uenuta di Giocondo »
Quanto poteffe il Re d'amico hauere,
Che nonbauca defiderato ul mondo
Cofsaltrettanto , che di lus uedere .
Neglifpiace uederfelo fecondo,

E dibellezza d dietro rimanere .
Benche conofca, fe non foffé il male
Cbegli faria fuperiore , 6 uguale .

Giunto, lo fa alloggiar nel fuo palagio ;
Lo utfita ogni gorno, ogn'horan'ode .
Fagranprouifion, che fliacon agio,
E d'onorarlo affai fi fludia, e gode .
Langue Giocondo , che'l penfier maluagio,
C’ha de laria moglier , fempre lo rode ;
Ne'l ueder giochi , ne mufici udire
Dramma del fuo dolor pud minuire .

Letanze fue , che fono apprefJo al tetto
L'ultime , inangi banno und Jald anticd o
Quiui folingo ( perche ogni diletto,
Perch’ogni compagnia proud nimica’)
Siritracs, fempre aggiunzendo al petto
Di pu graui penfier noua fatica ,

E troud quiui (or chilocrederias)
Chilo fanode I2 fua piagaria.

Incapodelsfals, ouc ¢ pia feuro, .
Chenon ui s'ufs le fine@re aprire,
Vede , che'l palco mal fi giunge al muro,
E fad'arja pik chiara un raggio ufcire .
Ponlocchio quindi, e uede quel , che duro
Acreder forad chiludiffe dive .
Nonlode egli daltrui y ma fe louede
Etanco 4 gli occhi fuoi proprij non crede .

Quindi feopria de la Regina tutta
L piu fecret ftanza, el piu bells,
Oue perfona non uerrisintrodutta,
St per molto fedelnon Uhaueffe clla ;
Quindimirando uide in ftrang lutta ,
Ch'un N no auiticchiato ers con quelld,
Eteraquel piccinftatosidotto ,
Cbe L4 Reging buuca mefJ1 difotto .

3y
Attonito Giocondo , e flupefatto,
E credendo fognarff, un pexzo fiette.,
E quandowude pur , ch'egli ersinfatto,
E noninfogno ,d fe feffocredette.
A uno farinutomonftro , ¢ contrafatto
Dunque, diffe, Coftei i fotrometted
Che'lmaggior Re del mondo b4 per marito,
Pubello, ¢ piiscortefe? 6 che uppetito .

E de lemoplic fua, che cosi [peffo
Puid'ogn'altra biafmaus , ricordofle,
Perche'l raggazzo s'haues tolto appreffo;
Etorli paruc , che efenfabil fofle .

Non ergcolpd fus, pris che dcl fefJo,

CHE d'kn folo hucmo mai non contentoffe ;
E s'hantutte una macchia d'uno tnchioftro,
Almen L1 fius non s'bauca tolto un monftro .

1 difeguente 4 la medefims hors,
Al medefimo luogo fyritorno,
E l4Regina,eil Nano ucdeancord,
Che funno al Re pur'tl medefimo fcorno «
Troua laltro diancor , che fi lsuors,
E laltro ;e alfinnonf f1 fefta giornos
E la Regina, che li par pir ftrano;
Sempre fiduol , che poco Lami il Nano »

Stette fra gli altri ungiorno 4 ueder , che'els
Eraturbata,eingranmalenconis;
Che due uclte chjamar per la donzella
1 Nano fattobaues , ne ancor uenia .
Mando laterzasiolts; or udi quells,
Che , Madonna egligioca, rizria 3
E per non ftare in perdita d'un foldo,
A uoi nega uenire il manigoldo o

Asi[trano fpettacolo Giocondo
Rafferenala fronte , e gli occhi, €'luifo;
E , quale {n nonte , diuentd giocondo
D'cffettoancora, e tornd il pianto inrifo «
Allegrotorna, e graffo , e rubicondo,
Che fembra un Cherubin del paradifo,
Che'l Re, il fratello, c tuttala famiglia
Di tal mutation fimerauiglis .

Se d1 Giocondo il Re bramaua udire
Onde uenifle il fubito conirto ;
Nonmen Giocondo [o brainsus dire,

E fareil Reditanta ingiurizdccorto;

Mdanonuorria,,cbe padi fe punire

voleffeil Re lamoglie di quel torto.

Si che perdirlo, e nonfardannod lei,

1 Re frce giurar su T Agnufdei. i
Ambi
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Gixrerlo [t , che né per cofudettd,
N¢, cheliflamorata , che gli ffisccis;
Ancer y cb'egli conofca che dircttas
m,)ﬂwq}ld‘mﬂﬂ“‘.‘.
TardiBpey tempo mai fard uendetta 3
E di pik xole ancor , che fe ne taccis
S1, che e i mal fettore giomsi comprends

C ANTDO

L A lunga abfentis, il ueder uavl luogh,
Praticare altre femine di fuore,,.
Par, che foxente difacerbi e sfoght
Dalamorofe pefioni il core.,
Lauda il parer;né unol , cbe fl provoght
1 er'dndad;cﬁtlpoc:ib;'flbcbore
Conduofeudieri, oltre ‘WP:Z nid

5 inuid.

Infuto;dindetto, chelRe il cefo intends.  Del Casialicr Roman , [imette

11 Re cb’ogn'altra cofs, fenon queft
Crederpotria , l giurd lergamente
Giocondo l4 cagton l manififle,
ond'eramolti di ftato dolente,
Perche trouate baue l4 difonefte

Suamoglic,,in bracciod'un fuo nil fergente ;

B chetal pensal fin Thamcbbe morto,
Setardato 4 uenir foffe il corErto.,

Muin caf1di fud altexzabeseaseduto
Coft, che molto gli feemauail dyolo;
Cbe fc bene in obbrobrio ers caduto,
Erd almen certodi nonw'effer folo ;
Cosldicendo , e albucolinsensto,
Lidimoftrd il bruttiftimo bomucciuolo,
Che la giumenta altruifotto fltiene ;
Toccadifproni, e far giocar di fchene .,

Separsie al Re, uitaperofo Latto;

Lo crederete ben fenza cb'io’l giuri.
Ne fu per arrabidr , per uenirmatto,
Ne fu per dar del capo intutti imuri ;
Fuper gridar , fu per non Qare dl patto,
Muforzac, chelsboccaal finfl tari;
E chelira trangugiamara - acrd,

Poi che giurato bamea si loftis facrd

Chedebbo far , chemi configli frate?
( Diffe 4 Giocondo ) poi che tx mi tolli,
Cbe condegnauendetts, e crudeltade
Queflagiuftifimairaio non fatolli¢
Lafciam (diffe Giocondo ) quefte ingrate
E prouiam, fe fonLaltre cosimolli .
Faccionde le lor frmine ad altrui
Quel,, ch'altride le noftre ban fatto & nui

Ambi gioueniflamo , ¢ di bellexze,

Che facilmente non trouiamo pari.
Qul feming fard, che n'ufl 4[£:;zt.
Se contraibrattiancor non ban riperis
Se beled nonuarrd , né giouinezzd,
Verranne elmen Pbaser con noi dansri .
Non ko che torni , che non babbis prima
i piRe mogli lirui le frogliq opime

Traucftiti cerearo Italia, e Fraficid ,
Leterrede Floninghi, ede gli Inglefl,
E quante ne tedean di bella guancia,
Trousuan tutte i preghi lor cortefl«

" Ddauano, e dato loro erala mancis,

E fpeffo rimetteanc idanar fpeft
Dalor pregate furo molte ; ¢ foro
Anch'dltrettante , che pregaron lore .

InqueftsTerraunmefe ,in Wla dui
Soggiornando , dccertarfl 4 uera prous
Che nonmen ne le lor, che ne Taltrui
¥ :mine , fede , e caftitd fitroua.

T'opo alcun tempo increbbe ad ambedus
Di fempre procacciar di cofa nous ;

Che mal poteano entrar ne l'altrui porte
Senzametterfl 4 rifchio de lamorte .

Glié megliouna trouarne , che difaccia
E di coftumi «d ambi gratafla;
Che lor communemente fodisfaccia,
E non u'babbian d'bauer mai gelofla .
K percbe ( diceail Re ) unoi , che mi fpisccia
Hauerpit te , ch’un’altro in compagnis ¢
S0 Ben, che intutto il gran frmineo ftuole
Vnanon ¢, cheftiscontentadun folo.

Vs, fenxd sforzar noftro potere,
M4 quando il natural bifogno inxiti,
1n fefa goderemoci,, e in piacere,
Che mai contefe non baurem, né liti .
Né credo che fl debba ella dolere
CHE §'anco ogn'altrabauce(fe dwo mariti,
Pit cb'ad unfolo , 4 duo faris fedele ;
Ne forfe s'udiran tante querele .

Diquel , che diffe il Re, molto contento

Rimaner paruc il gionine Romano .
Dungque fermati in tal proponimento
Cercar molte montagne , ¢ molto piano
Troudro al fin fecondo il loro intento

* Vnafiglivoladuno ofticro Ifpano;

Che tenea albergo al porto di Valenza,

Bell4 dimodi, ¢ bella di prefenza,
Ers
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Chi nasce muor: Oime, che pass’ acerbo!
Colto vien I' huom, cosi ordin’ il Cielo,
Mose mori, Mose gia car de verbo.
Santo sia ogn’ huom, con puro zelo.

Ch’ alla meta, gia mai senza riserbo

Arriv’ huom, ma vedran in cangiar pelo
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Val la vita de’ principi a sapere
et apprender ingegno, arte e dottrina
chi della vita d’'un dunque desia
haver cognzion robusto ¢ forte
prencipe di valor, di fede ricco,
secondo imitator pari di Marte,
padre de’ serenissimi di Mantoa,
tronco di cedri altissimi e sublimi,
che feliciti il-ciel quel ch’hoggi vive
et esalti il suo trono a par del sole,
legga di questo cavalier lo scritto,
che splende a nostra etd quanto ogni stella.
Cinge la spada, adopera la penna,
et ha nella fortezza e nella scienza
tanta parte, ch’al fin non si conosce
quale apparga pid in lui di segnalato.
La patria sua ¢ la cittd Verona,
ma con l'ingegno giunge alla celeste.
11 conte Alberto de’ Pompei, famiglia
eccelsa ed alta, sin di gid ab antico,
e mentre le gran lodi dei Gonzaga
cerca di far palesi e note al mondo,
le lodi sue, e’ suoi encomii tutti
ad alta voce van tumultuando;
perché chi legge apertamente vede
quanto di rai fulgenti egli s'ammanti.
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INTRODUCTION
I

The Divan of Leo de Modena published here is copied from a unique manu-
script in the Bodleian Library at Oxford.” An almost complete table of contents
listing all the poems included in the Divan has been published by Adolf Neubauer
in 1878,7 ever since the collection has repeatedly attracted the attention of
all who are interested in the cultural history and literature of the Jews of Italy
in general, and more particularly, in the great and rare personality of the author
of the work under consideration.? It is singular, however, that no attempt has
yet been made to publish, either in full or any considerable portion of this material
notwithstanding the fact that for more than fifty years past it has been the
fervent desire of many scholars and students of literature to see the poetical
creations of de Modena in print and thus made available to a large circle of

admiring readers.
The manuscript of the Divan consists of seventy-four folio leaves and one

Page, or one hundred and forty-nine pages in all.  To our regret many pages of
the manuscript have been lost. Besides the first folio, folios number 5, 6, 7,8,
21, 22, 23, 24, 45,46, 47,48 and 53 are missing, or twenty-eight pages in all. There
are 370 items in all, and there is sufficient evidence that in its complete form the
number of poems in the manuscript should have reached well above four hundred.s
The manuscript is written on small-sized leaves, in Rabbinic Italics, and evidently

* Cf. Neubauer, catalogue of Hebrew Manuscripts in the Bodleian Library No. 2157.
2 Cf. Adolf Neubauer, Leo de Modena's Diwan, Isr. Letterbode, Amsterdam Vol. 111 (1878)
. 99,

’ 3 Cf. Leo de Modena's Autobiography Chayye Yehuda edited from the MS. by David Cahana,
Kiev 1912; excerpts of the same autobiography appeared in Abraham Geiger’s edition of Modena’s
Magen ve-Zinah; cf. also Geiger's Leo de Modena, Breslau 1856; other extra.cts of -the same
autobiography were published by I. S. Reggio in his Behinath ha-l{al?l:{alah, Goritza 1832‘; v. also
S. D. Luzatto in his Igeroth pp. 286-293; M. Soave in Corriere Israehtlcq 186:_’-65; Lud.wng Blau,
Leo de Modena's Briefe und Schriftstuecke, Budapest 1905-6; N. S. L[bowltz, Rabt.n Yehl{da
Aryeh Modena, New York 1901; v. also Cecil Roth, Venice, Jewish Community Series,
Philadelphia 1930, pp. 212-244. .

4 One arrives at this figure by adding to the 288 items, actually comprising 300 poems con-
tained in this Divan, the 82 epitaphs of Modena published by A. Be.rlmer in hns.Luhoth Ab;.tmm,
Frankfurt-am-Main, 1881. Hayim Michael, who had our I\‘Ian.uscnpt befox"e him, speaks in (?r
ha-Hayim of 465 poems supposedly contained in the Manuscript. Mod.enas gra-ndson Isaac, in
his preface to his grandfather’s Magen va-Hereb, states that the collection contained 400 poems.

v
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is the work of a single copyist, though there are some few places wherein th
handwriting differs slightly from the rest. Each one of the pages is closely written
and consists of twenty-six to twenty-eight lines, the writer taking care not to
leave any blank spaces.s \Vhenever he did feel obliged to leave a little blank space
at the bottom of a page he invariably took care to fill it in with some proverh or
brief aphorism. The arrangement of the material is entirely without order and
sequence. The writer evidently was interested mainly in assembling his material
and but little concerned with its arrangement either in accordance with content
or date, so that we find secular poems and religious hymns, epitaphs, wedding
_songs and dirges rubbing shoulders with each other. The arrangement of the
various compositions in accordance with their various divisions and classifications
as they appear in the book before us is due entirely to the initiative of the present
editor. '
Neubauer describes this unique manuscript as an autograph copy. This
is readily seen from the various erasures and the changes in the text madeby
the hand of the writer, a strong evidence that the mmulécript is an auto-

graph copy. In an introduction to one of the poems (46) Madena does indeed

describe himself as the “copyist.”’® This, however, ought not to preclude the

possibility that, in copying, the author might have availed himself of the help
and cooperation of some of his friends and pupils who did the work out of love
for their master. In the poem No. 214, for example, it is noted that the concluding
lines of the poem are missing, and the copyist adds: ‘“‘and we do not know what
is to follow here.” The term “‘we” certainly is indicative of more than one person.
Modena usually speaks of himself in the first person and in but a few instances
in the third person singular. The fact, however, that in not a single instance
a name of an assisting copyist is mentioned may lead to the assumption that in
spite of some occasional help, the author himself copied the manuscript. From
what we know of the honorable attitude of Modena towards his collaborators
in other works of his, whom he invariably mentions by name, it is very hard to
assume that he should have made use of copyists without crediting them for their
work in a single instance. How painstaking he was in this respect we readily
can see from his oan> i. e. “Letters”, where he explicitly states that some of
these letters have been copied by some one else, mentioning the name.” Most

s This was usually done by prominent authors as a precaution against the ‘habit of some
scribes of filling in vacant spaces with unrelated material.
6 ‘‘amon aowon “or’’; compare note 37.

7 See, for instance, Blau, part II, p. 10, letter 9, containing the following remark: “The
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probably he did have some assistance in selecting and sifting the poems, but the
final task of transcription was performed by himself. Neubauer’s assertion
with regard to the autographic character of this manuscript should therefore be
accepted by us as beyond dispute.

It is difficult indeed to determine the exact period of time during which
Modena began the copying and the collecting of his poetical creations, but there
is a basis for the assumption that the beginning was made not earlier than the
year 1595. This is evident from the rhymed endorsements (Haskamoth) that he
was in the habit of composing for various books, for the greater number of which
he also acted as proof-reader. From the fact that he took care to append to each
of the poems the notation that “it is published there” (giving the name of the
book) it is to be assumed that the copying of the same in the Divan was made
after the poem’s publication in the named book. Since the oldest printed book
from which an endorsement had been copied into the present Divan (No. 20) is
Nahmanides’ “Torath ha-Adam,” Venice, 1595, the copying of it must necessarily.
have begun later than the named date.

\We need to assume that the manuscript was not written continuously but
rather over a more or less long space of time, perhaps over a period of many
years. The carliest poem found in this manuscript is a translation of parts of
several Canti from Orlando Furioso by Ludovico Ariosto (1, 2), the translator
being at the time, as duly noted by him, twelve years of age, which would place
itin the year 1583. The most recent item in the collection is the text of an epitaph
composed for the tombstone of R. David Lombroso (275), written in 1645 at
the time when de Modena was either seventy-four or seventy-five years of age.
It is to be noted here that this text, as is so readily seen in the MS. copy, was
copied by an unsteady hand, evidently the hand of a very old man. The collection
covers a period of approximately sixty-two years, and is practically a life-work.

Leo de Modena was one of the few among the Italian rabbis of his generation
who maintained a scientific-historical attitude towards their writings, even
towards that part of their writings that is usually described as occasional. Modena
almost invariably notes the year when, and sometimes also the place where, this
or that poem was composed. Most of the Italian rabbis of the period sought to
deliberately deny all information with regard to the time and place in which a
particular letter or poem was written, the appending of these facts being con-
sidered by them as an act tending to diminish the literary value of the composition,

letters up to now were copied by Ephraim Karisch within three days.” Kethab was the usual
term for a letter used by Italian Jews; cf. Umberto Cassuto, Blau-Festschrift p. 302, note 39.
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the linguistic and stylistic value of a literary document depending in their estima-
tion on the fact of its being beyond and above time and space.®! Due to this
idiosyncrasy of theirs we have lost a great deal of valuable information bearing
upon the cultural history of the Italian Jews. Leo de Modena, however, not only
did not adhere to this pernicious custom, but on the contrary considered
it his duty to provide the coming generations with much valuable information
concerning his own private and public life as well as Jewish communal life
of his day, in accordance with the exact day and year of their occurrence. The
Divan constitutes Modena’s final literary contribution. This is to be noted
from the fact that in the Divan he refers to the already-spoken-of ‘‘Letters”
as of a work long since completed. Two most valuable biographical works of
de Modena, his above mentioned autobiography ‘“Chayye Yehudah,” and his
“Ketawim,” meaning Letters, are accessible in printed form. The present Divan
may also, to a certain extent, be added to these historico-biographic works,

all of them shedding an exceedingly brilliant light on the eventful life of this
great rabbi and teacher and his time.

Leo de Modena entertained an exceedingly high regard for his own poetical
talents. He felt fully convinced of his own inborn gifts as a versifier, and quotes
with great pride the remark of his teacher, the poet and grammarian Samuel
Archivolti, that “in him he gave birth to a pupil in his own form and image in
wisdom.”* As a matter of fact, Modena did look upon himself as an authority

8 V. N. Porges, Zeitschrift f. d. Hebr. Bibliographie volume I, p. 3.
» Cf. poem 53, about which he says: “'As noted in my letters.”

1o It is not however entirely proper to assume with any degree of certainty that the laudatory
phrases of Archivolti necessarily refer to the poetic ability of his pupil. It is far more logical to
believe that the master sought to describe in these complimentary terms the deep interest and
ability displayed by his pupil in the rules of the Hebrew Grammar. As a matter of fact Modena
mentions with gratitude on every possible occasion the love that his great teacher implanted in
him for the Hebrew Grammar, in the knowledge of which he saw one of the foundation stones
of Jewish studies. Modena also frequently expressed himself in strong terms about the rabbis
and other writers of Hebrew who sinned against the rules of the Hebrew Grammar. This will
also explain the great, frequently passionate, respect shown by Modena towards the Christian
Hebraists, pointing to their great accomplishments on behalf of the language of the Torah and
the Prophets. Modena recognized also that the disesteem in which the Christian Hebraists held
the rabbis for their neglect of Hebrew Grammar was entirely justified. We find the following
introduction to his endorsement-poem (see poem No. 38) of R. Jacob Lombroso's edition of the
Bible (Venice 1624), which furnishes us with a clear picture of the conditions prevalent at the time:
YU RIA D129 113 137 o) 12b 3zo smaxys nnkb m ova zTp oop Yon mom br o msny Yk
0% M 9y onw arko oy "3 ov 1 or MopoR Y33 byDs NN 12 "nYDT TR *and Y3 oarea nvd
DT PR 338 535 0 3% nona oy arvep ouz w Tyo Ak 135 ova 0 ay YYaa vyonn 7ba prpTn
RDUDR PO KIPDA *PIOS PINDIT AR A 1P WM MPRA oY1 1p1 A s sbh wby minbb kb
%5 opa man % mmpi nyT M2 M &b oye s oy ona TR . Ay 85 Nm un pen Aoy R
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in the art of poetical composition and was in the habit of expressing his opinion
on all questions pertaining to poetry with perfect assurance and with consummate
faith in his own thorough knowledge of the subject. \We even find mention made
by him in his autobiography of his “poet pupils,”** but one cannot be certain
whether he meant to describe by this designation actual pupils of his, youths
whom he was instructing in the rules of versification, or not. Most likely what
we really find here is a reference to a ‘‘poetical school” of which the author

considered himself the founder and leader. We do know of at least one instance
in which a group of ten poets, or rather versifiers, most of them rabbis,
physicians and youthful scholars, were grouped about the person of Leo
de Modena as their leader.® The degree of certainty with which he speaks of
his own poetical greatness may be gauged from the fact that in some of his prov-
erbs he places himself in the same category with Ibn Ezra and Immanuel
ha-R6mi.s One need not however necessarily assume to find traces of arrogance
or lack of modesty in these self-conscious expressions, as it was considered quite
proper for the recognized poets of the period to speak in self-laudatory terms of
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1 See notes to poems 5 and 225.
12 This occurred at the time of the publishing of the booklet *“Blil Hamitz” (Venice, 1624)

by a group of friends and admirers of the Cabbalist and physician Joseph Camis on the occasion
of his receiving the doctorate at the University of Padua. This book was published under the

“editorship” of Leo de Modena, whose poem (see poem No. 77) is the leading one in the collection.
A copy of “Blil Hamitz,” of which only two copies apparently seem to exist, is in the posses-
sion of Dr. H. G. Enelow, through whose courtesy I had the opportunity to become acquainted
with its contents. The other copy is to be found in the Library of the Hebrew Union College
in Cincinnati. .

1 Cf. poem 115. There can be no doubt that in referrfng to Immanuel, the author had in
mind Immanuel ha-Romi and not hfs own contemporary Immanuel Francis. This becomes
evident not only from the text of the proverb but also from the fact that he couples him wfth

the name of such a figure as Ibn Ezra.
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their own creation. One finds this same self-laudatory tone in the carliest days
of Spanish poetry and all the way down to the very last of the Italian poets of the
sixteenth century.™

Despite it all, it would not be fair to say that the high-sounding praises of
his poetic greatness were entirely undeserved. When reading these phrases it is
indeed hard for one to free himself altogether from the impression that the man
who spoke thus must have felt inwardly certain that his words would be accepted
at their face value by those to whom they were addressed. And it is almost
impossible to gainsay the fact that in the circle of his contemporaries in Venice
de Modena was looked upon as a truly great, and in a certain degree even a

national poet. He not only wrote a rhymed endorsement to Israel Nagara’s

“Zemiroth Israel” (Venice, 1599-1600) in which he proclaimed that “‘there was
none like Israel in Israel,” buthesoon becamea liturgical poet accepted by a num-
ber of Sephardic and Ashkenazic communities. The hymns composed by him,
whether for household or synagogal use, were speedily included in the prayer-
books of various communities during his own lifetime.’s Modena’s recognition as
a poet survived him and was passed on to later generations. Gherondi speaks of
him as “the composer of hymns and the poet,” Landshuth names him the “Payet-
tan,” while Delitzsch asserts that ‘‘Modena’s poetical attempts were not without
success.”” Delitzsch values the verses of Modena higher even than those of
Azariah di Rossi, and the latter is considered as one of the talented versifiersin the
field of Hebrew Literature.'s

Modena adhered most meticulously to the rules of versification. The Meter,
borrowed by him from the Spanish poetry, he looked upon as a sacred principle
never to be violated. In contradistinction to some of the great Rabbinical
versifiers and poets who looked upon the Meter as an Oriental interloper that
had no legitimate place in Hebrew poetry and diction,'” Modena was of the
opinion that the Meter was of essential importance to the proper sound of a poem.
He would not permit himself the violation of the rules of rhyme and meter even
in the composition of an epitaph. He demands not only the categorical observance
of the Meter, but also the strict rhythmical divisions of a poem into columns.
He criticized severely a certain poem that had been divided into an uneven

1 See Kol Shirei R. Shemuel ha-Nagid, edited by H. Brody, Warsaw, “Tushiyah’ Publication
1900, p. 19 note. 17.

15 V. Zunz, Literaturgeschichte der Synagog. Poesie p. 428: Landshuth Amudeh ha-Avodah
p. 67.

'8 Delitzsch, Zur Geschichte der Juedischen Poesie, p. 70.
7 V. Anthologia Hebraica, Brody-Wiener, p. 14.
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number of columns, three in number. According to his dictum, the verses must
be divided into an even number of columns, either four or six, as only thus will
the assonance of the poem penetrate into “the ears of the reader.’'ss

At the same time Modena was a faithful disciple and imitator of the poets
of his own day. Reading a good deal of Italian poetry and literature, heintroduced
all the forms known to Italian poetry in his own compositions. He makes
ready use of the Terza Rima on every possible occasion. He makes use of the
“Eco” form not only for his elegiac poems but also for joyful occasions. The
acrostic is a particularly beloved form of his, and he makes liberal use of it.
One of his favorite forms is the word-parady, furnishing a hint of some Biblical
or Talmudic passage or saying, in which field he displays such a wealth of original-
ity and brilliance that one can scarcely find his equal even among the classical

Hebrew writers of his time.*

11

The excellent Modena biographer, Ludwig Blau, professes to find in Modena
an imitator of the *‘Venetian poetic artificiality,” and is of the opinion that “‘he
Was well schooled in the art of versification but no true-born poet.” There
certainly is a great deal of truth in this assertion, but one must bear in mind at
the same time the fact that Blau really had no opportunity to become acquainted
with the greater portion of Modena's poetry. All that he ever did see was not
quite a full dozen of Modena’s shorter verses and proverbs which, as Blau himself
Correctly states, accidentally were included in his “Letters.” When one, however,
makes the acquaintance of his Divan in its entirety he will reach the conclusion
that in all events he has before him a writer of Hebrew poetry who was far above
the writers of his age, one who is possessed of a remarkably vivid literary
esprit besides. It is not at all improbable, though, that this esprit is that very
something that Blau describes as the ‘“Venetian artificiality."”

It should be said here as clearly as possible that it would be venturesome
indeed to describe Modena as a true poet. It is quite true that the Sixteenth
Century was a period of spiritual decline for the Jews of Italy, but yet we can not
overlook the fact that it was in this very epoch that the two remarkable Hebrew
Poets, the brothers Jacob and Immanuel Francis, lived. Yet we would be doing

** See note to poem 97. )
¥ Blau [, p. 17 note 1 quotes several brilliant examples. A few other characteristic examples

of witty word-parodies found in the Divan are the following: nion: 78 ,'n Y3 9o9) ;0903 BA3 T3y
27 53m1 nm azp by e nx nbabap mank oM Ypa and wy A
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a rank injustice to de Modena if in our own desire to form a true estimate of
him we should take as a measuring rod these two magnificent and highly gifted
poets, long since recognized as the heralds of the new Hebrew poetry. Modena
was not really a poet, but a Payyetan in the truest and highest sense of the word.
He took the art of Payyetanuth out of the bounds of synagogue and introduced
it into the realms of secular literature. At the same time he gave much less
thought to the reader than to the hearer. Already Blau has noted the fact that
the poetic creations of the Italian Jews were meant more for the ear than the eye.
The internal structure and form of many of his poems bear evidence that their
author had their public reading or declamation in mind, and in addition
group singing by his auditors.*® The Piyyutim of Modena are linked spiritually
not only with the synagogue but also with the usual secular gatherings, with the
joyful and sorrowful occasions of public and private assemblies. The Piyyut
Modena brought almost to the stage of real folk-songs in the spiritual life of
the community.

The degree of popularity in the life of the community to which Modena
brought the liturgical Piyyut is effectively illustrated by the great number
of aphorisms and “signs” (mottoes) which he composed for various stressful
emergencies, the o¥1 o'wnan which compositions he apparently considered as
of sufficient importance to perpetuate in his Divan. We have upward of seventy-
five such items, written in a concise and brief style, and with exceedingly adroit
interweaving of Biblical and Talmudic passages. The greatest number of these
served as “signs,” or mottoes, hung on the walls of synagogues and Yeshivoth,
aphorisms and maxims which mostly served to adorn various religious objects,
but many of them intended also for houshold use.

Literary critics should not, however, mistakenly assume that Modena was
in the habit of composing such aphorisms either in the expectation of a modest
reward or as a playful literary pastime. Such opinions are unqualifiedly wrong.
The exercise of the Payyetanic art was looked upon all through the Middle
Ages as an exceedingly important educational medium, and many were the
teachers and rabbis who diligently recast many of the prayers, laws and com-
mandments in verse form in order that they might ‘‘all the better become
engraved in the memory” of the people. Modena did however popularize this
educational medium in an unusual degree through the graceful, easy-flowing

30 See for example his wedding poem 189, where he states explicitly that he brought the poem

along but did not recite it. It is obvious that this was an exceptional case and that as a rule he
used to recite his poems, as was the practice on such occasions.
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Hebrew verse which he systematically introduced into the synagogue, the home
and the family. It is not therefore without due reason that his grandson, R. Isaac,
his faithful collaborator, dwells with so much pride on the fact that not only
his own synagogue but many others as well kept persistently asking Modena to
honor them by the composition of the aphorism or sign that should serve as a
moral reminder and instruction to the worshippers. The extent of his mastery
of the Payyetanic verse form and compositional art is to be noted from the
consummate ease apd thoroughness with which he handles the Aramaic language
in somc of his attractive poems. We have three such Piyyutim (Nos. 59, 79, 167)
which from the standpoint of ease, grace, fluency of style and diction can serve
as signal examples of the truly classical Payyetanic literature.

Towards this secularization of Payyetanuth his position as Hazan, and an
exceedingly popular Hazan at that,* contributed not a little. Ever bearing in
mind the assembly, on whose co-operation and assistance in the singing of same
he counted from their very inception, Modena took meticulous care that his
composition should be light and very easily understood. The hallmarks of beauty
and supreme quality of a poem he professed to find in its simplicity, in its lightness
and ease of comprehension. He speaks with bitterness of the poems that are
obscure and difficult to understand, thinking perhaps not only of his contem-
Poraries, whom he castigated mercilessly for such transgressions, but perhaps
also of some of the poets of past days, the Spanish included. ““A poem that is not
as simple as a holiday prayer should be thrown into the river,” he said
(119). “Despise and ignore a poem that is in need of the commentary of a Rashi
or the other great commentators in order to be understood”, he advised again (114).
The objective of a good poem should be to have the reader read it “as he runs
along,” without any undue effort on his part. De Modena was distinguished

by the clarity of language and the ease of his diction in all of his various

compositions. In his Divan however this clarity and grace are displayed in

2 unique and masterly form.
It is surprising to find what a small place the liturgical Piyynt occupies

in the Divan. Throughout his literary career Modena experienced a special
aptitude for the composition of prayers, and his prayer book “Tefilot Yesharim"
apparently enjoyed great popularity.? In the Divan we find but a faint echo

# His grandson Isaac Ha-Levi (min ha-Leviim), in his introduction to Magen ve-Zinah says
that he had a “sweet tenor voice that delighted the hearts of his auditors.”

2 The first edition of this prayer book appeared most likely about 1620-22. The boolf was
repeatedly reprinted in several Italian and other communities. Copies of most of Fhesc' editions
are to be found in the library of the Jewish Theological Seminary in New York. See Libowitz, p. 95.
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of this tendency. The division devoted to religious Piyyutim contains but eight
items, regarding two of which there may be some doubt whether they could
properly be included in the liturgical literature (200, 201). Four of these eight
poems (196, 197, 201, 202) are not found in our Manuscript, and three of
them the present editor has taken from other, printed, sources. Among the
poems missing in the MS. there are two that were exceedingly popular in
various Jewish communities and were included in many religious works.» It is
difficult indeed to find a true explanation for the absence of the liturgical poems.
It is not impossible that Modena was not altogether certain that the Divan was
after all the proper place for hymns and liturgical poems.

Modena began to versify in his carliest youth, almost in his very childhood.
From his “Letters” we learn that as a ten year old child he already composed
long letters written in a surprisingly beautiful Biblical diction.* The Divan
contains two poems composed, as he informs us, when he was twelve years of
age. In the first section of the Divan the one entitled “Poems of Youth, 'following
the arrangement made by the present editor, there are twenty-two poems™ that
should be properly classified as the creations up to his seventeenth, or at most
his eighteenth year. Only four of the poems bear the age of the author on them,
ranging from age twelve to fifteen. But from the style as well as the content of
the other sixteen we can readily guess that they are the product of early youth.
We find here a few ironic verses aimed at some unsuccessful “‘poets,’” as well as
against a certain versifier who attempted to imitate the young Leo’s work. It is
characteristic that these ironic verses occupy a really prominent space in this
section; they evidently represent combats of wit between him and some of his
fellow-students in the “Heder,” or the Yeshivah. One of the poems (13), is not

33 These are the items 196, 197. Another prayer composed by Modena, beginning with the
words “mmns Jum "wr,” a prayer for those confined in prison and written in prose, enjoyed
great popularity and was repeatedly published in various prayer books. This prayer (No. 202 note)
is not found in the Ms. The fact that Modena found it necessary to compose a prayer for the im-
prisoned ones leads to the assumption that the number of Jewish prisoners at the time was con-
siderable. But there is no doubt that most of these were in prison mainly for disobeying the

trade laws decreed at the time against the Jews, laws that practically forbade them to indulge in
any trading other than cheap and village peddling.

4 Cf. Blau, part 2, letters nos. 51, 55, 60, 61.

3 To the twenty items included in the division of “Poems of Youth™ two more should be
added, namely No. 47, a poem composed in honor of the book ““Arca Noae' by Marco Marini
Bresciano, Venice 1593. In his Chayye Yechudah (p. 44) Modena informs us that he was fifteen

years of age at the time he composed this poem. e should also add the wedding poem (161)
composed by him in 1589 when not quite eighteen years of age.
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without its due echo of the social status of the Italian Jews at the time. A group
of Jewish young men went strolling on a certain Saturday in St. Stevens
street in Venice, evidently with the intention of witnessing some sort of carnival
in which the throwing about of eggs played an important part, and in which the
Jewish youths became the target of the mob, the youths barely saving themselves
by beating a panicky retreat. Cursing ‘“‘the robbers and evil-doers’ with bitter
invectives, and employing a certain oath that is not entirely without its vulgar
brilliance, the youthful poet derives the moral from that occurrence that ““from
now on we must not mingle with the ungodly on a holiday, but would do better
to occupy ourselves with the study of the Torah, to which we shall hasten with
the identical celerity with which the egg-throwers hasten to their pastime.”

Curiously enough we find in this very collection of Modena's youthful
poetry some few poems that achieved fame not only in Hebrew literature, but
also in other literatures. We have first of all the poem dedicated to the card
Players (6). This poem, composed when he was thirteen years of age, is a parody
of the celebrated anonymous poem aimed against the card-players, a parody
which has been reprinted numerous times during the centuries. A new, until
recently unknown, poem on the troubles of the card-player—and Modena himself
was a victim of this weakness—we find in poem No. 7 which the present editor
includes in the poems of youth. Though one cannot affirm with absolute cer-
tainty that his poem could not possibly have been written at a later date, yet
it is most likely that it is a product of the period in which the above named
Parody was composed. In it the author—and it is characteristic indeed that he
describes himself here explicitly as a “‘poet” (Meshorer)—complains bitterly
against the evil fortune that has overtaken him for several successive years on
Chanukah, that at the very time when others enjoy their holiday, “celebrate
joyfully by feasting and their soul is full’’ his portion is financial disaster, an
ironic allusion to the results of the Chanukah card game that had become a
tradition of Jewish life. In his autobiography Modena speaks also of the heavy
losses sustained by him in the Chanukah card game during his latter years, but
this could scarcely serve as argument to prove that the poem in question was
written by him in his latter days.

Among the poems that went to establish Modena's reputation in Hebrew
literature the “Kinah Shemor” (3) should be included, and also the translation
of the two canti of Ariosto’s Orlando Furioso, (1, 2) a translation known to
scholars for many past decades but which is being published for the first time in

the present edition of the Divan.
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The fact that Leo de Modena made the attempt in his youth to translate
in poetic verse-form some canti of Orlando Furioso by the Italian poet l.udovico
Ariosto was first made known to us by Adolph Neubauer through his above-
mentioned article. It is somewhat surprising to us to learn that Leo de Modena
never refers in his works to this translation of his. Despite the fact that he
was in the habit of quoting with not little pride some of the poetical compositions
of his youth, we find no reference to this translation either in his autobiography,
“Chayye Yehudah,” orin his *‘Letters,” though this translation contains a consider-
able number of verses and hundreds of lines. It is hardly possible that this
silence is purely accidental. But it is quite probable however, that Leo realized
at a later and more mature period of his life the need of keeping the translation
secret. For “Orlando Furioso” belonged to the species of literature towards
which the conservative elements in quite a number of communities maintained
a negative and even a suspicious attitude because of moral and ethical reasons,
and that which had been condoned in a youth in his immaturity and light-
heartedness would perhaps not have been forgiven at all in a Rabbi and teacher
of a renowned Kehilah.? It should be noted here that even if such indeed had
been the cause of his silence with regard to it, we do not find any evidence
that Leo made any attempt to destroy or suppress his translation. On the very
contrary, we get the impression that he safeguarded this translation all through
his life with loving care and devotion, and thoughtfully provided that it should
not be overlooked in a subsequent collection of his poetry. There is no doubtwhat-
ever that in the collection named the ““Shirei Yehudah’ mentioned by his grand-
son, Isaac Ben Jacob Halevi (‘‘min ha-Leviim”) this translation was extant in full
text, togetherwith the twofoliosmissingin the unique manuscript of the Bodleiana.

The twelfth year in the life of Modena corresponds, as mentioned before,
to the year 1583. He was living at the time with his parents at Montagnana
and was receiving his pedagogical training at the hands of his beloved teacher
Rabbi Mosheh Basola della Rocca. Leo studied with this master for three years

1 Ariosto’s poem was eliminated from the Italian sixteenth century revised editions on moral
grounds. In the carlier sixteenth century editions this canto comes in as number 26 while in the
1532 edition it is numbered as 28. I am indebted to Umberto Cassuto, professor at the University
of Firenze, for this information. The fact that Modena translated this canto proves that the
editions issued up to the year 1583 not only were not censored, but that children were readily
allowed to read them. The photostat of Ariosto’s poem reproduced in the present book, p. 40,
is taken from the Venice edition of 1560, kept in the Reserve Room of the New York Public
Library, whose courtesy I gratefully acknowledge. In that edition this canto comes in as number

28. Cf. Introduction to Orlando Furioso, translated into englfsh verse by William Stewart Rose,
L.ondon 1823.
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and was about thirteen years of age at the time of the latter's death, and on that
occasion composed his elegy known as “‘Kinah Shemor.” Before his coming under
the tutelage of Basola, Leo had been taught for two years at Padua by the
above-mentioned celebrated grammarian and poet R. Samuel Archivolti, so that
at the time of his return to Montagnana the youth’s knowledge of the Hebrew
language must have been considerable. To what extent his knowledge of Hebrew
and general literature had developed under the guidance of Basola may be
gauged from the fact that a youth of that tender age had the self-confidence to
undertake the translation of such a difficult as well as important literary composi-
tion as the Ballads of Ariosto. One must bear in mind the fact that the Orlando
Furioso was seemingly popular among the Jewish readers of Italy. This is to
be scen from the fact that an Italian version of the poem in Hebrew script circu-
lated among the Italian Jews, an unfailing proof of the popularity of the book
among the Jews, and it is quite permissible to assume that it was as a result of
one of these Hebrew-lettered copies, aided and encouraged by his teacher, that
Leo undertook his translation.

Leo translated Ariosto’s epic, as noted by himself, literally, “word for
word.""?7 \Ve note in it the tendency to prove the literary and philological affinity
of the Hebrew and Italian languages, and we also see here the deep love that the
youth entertained for both of them. It was atso this very tendency that moved
the youth to compose his elegy of “‘Kinah Shemor” at the time of the death of

his teacher in such a form that each word resembled both in sound and form

some equivalent Italian word.?® This translation from Ariosto affords us an

excellent opportunity to judge the sort of educational training that Leo received
in his boyhood. We are attracted by the simplicity of the language and the
fluency of the style, which are the very opposite of the prevalent practice among
the rabbis, scholars and poets of the period, known for their indulgence in rich

27 Cf. line 1 (No. 1) abn2 abo *1aya 'npnya. refers also to the other poem by Ariosto (No. 2).

38 About the-sources in which the Kinah Shemor elegy had been published see Davidson,
Thesaurus 111, p. 343 No. 324. This poem had been published also in another book to which
Mr. Isaac Rivkind of the Jewish Theological Seminary Library kindly drew my attention, namely
in the “Das Deutsche Gaunertum” (The German Underworld) by Friedrich Christian Benedict
Ave-Lallemant, published by F. A. Brockhaus, Leipsic 1862, vol. 111, p. 85. This is a report of a
lecture delivered in 1835 at the Berlin Academy of Sciences on the subject of *‘the romantic and
folk literature of the Jews in the Judaeo-German language” in which the lecturer recited the same
elegy of Leo de Modena. The author stresses the point that the lecturer had justly described the
poem as a “work of art that could have been born only in the mind of a Jew who had been edu-
cated by the Talmud, by its wit and brilliance.” This poem is also reproduced in volume 33 of
Thesaurus Antiquitatum Sacrarum of B. Ugolino, Venice 1767, p. 1465, with a latin translation
by Wolf. For this information I am indebted to Professor Israel Davidson.
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verbiage and rhetorical flourishes. It is evident that the youthful translator not
only possessed a thorough-going knowledge of the Bible, but that he had studied
much of the Mishnah and the Talmudic and Midrashic literature as well.

Remarkable indeed is the fact that two years later this fifteen-year-old boy
considers it necessary to provide himself with a “text for his epitaph” (5). One
notes here the ear-marks of the self-conscious “boy poet’ who is consciously
imitating his elders, aware that it is the practice of all “great’ poets to demon-
strate the highest skill of their verse-making art in the creation of their own
epitaph text.?

The youthful poet had every reason indeed to believe in his literary stas
and to be duly influenced by it with regard to his future reputation as poet.
No less an authority than the Hebrew philologist, the Christian Don Marco
Marini Bresciano, had accepted a dedication poem for publication in his monu-
mental lexicographical work “Arca Noae,” from this fifteen year old youth.
Six years later, in 1593, this poem actually appeared right beforc the preface
of this book, together with a laudatory poem by R. Samuel Archivolti.

111

Like every other collection of poetry of an unusual writer so does the pre-

sent Divan afford us a good opportunity to become acquainted with the spiritual
physiognomy and the characteristics of Leo de Modena. This is of eminent
importance to us because it is just his character, or personal characteristics, that
have become the object of sharp criticism at the hands of nineteenth century
students of Jewish literary history. No less important personalities than Abraham
Geiger, 1. S. Reggio, S. D. Luzzato, Heinrich Graetz and many other scholars
of renown have created almost an entire literature in their attempt to prove
and bolster up their negative estimates of Modena as a man, not to speak here
of the battle they waged against him as the supposed opponent of the Talmud,
of which topic we shall have more to say later on. Geiger, for example, dwells
upon Modena’s compiaints of his poverty, his constant pre-occupation with
money matters, and displays but scant sympathy towards his eternally-complain-
ing character. ‘“‘He complains so much,” says Geiger, ‘‘that he becomes utterly
and wholly miserable.” His avarice, his writing of dozens of flattering poems
in honor of both Jews and non-Jews in order to obtain some monetary reward
from the people praised and flattered, not to speak of his passion for cards, have

3 Compare note to poem 225.
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been dwelt on over and over again. And yet after all these famed scholars
have erected their structures of accusation and unfavorable estimates only on the
basis of a few passages culled from a small part of his autobiography. We should
however in fairness lay as much stress on the other passages of Modena’s writings
that we find in the Divan, and which record his feelings and reactions during
the greater part of his life, as we do on the older quotations, which, after all,
have been culled out of his own writings, all of them being of course of equal
veracity.

Surely we do come across here and there examples of Modena’s complaints
of his material straits, many of them written in an exceedingly brilliant style, by
the way, but the author is far from utter despair or unduly complaining of them.
Not only does he possess a refreshing sense of humor and a biting sarcasm, but
now and again this humor becomes so lively and active that it would do credit
to the talent of the cleverest satirist. Modena composed a wine song, a satire on

Noah, “the earliest producer of wine,"” a poem that could properly be considered

a rare gem among the Hebrew wine songs. It is not altogether impossible to

assume that this song was composed for the use of a group of jolly wine-bibbers,
an assumption to be gathered from the refrain of the song in question. The
author glorifies the memory of the “saintly Noah” and announces clearly the
object of the his song (No. 57):

“To the drinkers from the Wine cup.”

Grace and praise to Noah,

Who out of nothing, brought forth something.’'s°
Modena was, as far as we are aware, the only “Mediaeval” poet to employ his
talent in the culinary field. He sings the praises of the menu for the wedding
feast (166) in the family of a certain man of wealth—at the request of his father-
in-law, as he explicitly states—with a wit and brilliance compounded of Biblical
and Talmudic phrases, and thus creates a poem of cheer and joy that is a
rarity indeed in Hebrew literature. Of no less satirical vigor is another poem
composed by him in honor of Purim in the year 1598 at the age of twenty-seven.
The author of the poem pokes fun at a certain, unnamed “philosopher” who
maintained that there was no “emptiness’” in the universe. In this satiric poem

3° The juxtaposition of the Hebrew words of Yain and Ayin. This is one of the few rare wine
songs to be found in Hebrew-Italian literature. Of the others we know only the Purim poem
by Menachem de Lonzano (sece Amude ha-Avodah p. 179). There is another wine song in manu-
script, written by Samuel ben Moshe Anav in cod. H. 441 in possession of the Jewish Theological

Seminary in New York. These last two are, however, wine songs with a religious background,
while Modena's song is a secular composition pure and simple.
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we already discover the echo of the hard battles waged during the last quarter
of the sixteenth century in almost all the Italian Jewish communities between
“Religion and Science” as a result of the discussion called forth by Azariah di

Rossi's “Meor Enayim.” “Let this fool and evil-doer come to me and I will

prove the falsity of his theory,” proclaims the poet. ‘“‘Let him come to me, the

boundless fool, let him feel my purse and see if it is not empty; or let him look
into my cup, which is so empty that not a drop is to be found in it. But what
possible purpose is there in preaching to a dullard who fails to see that there
are more empty-headed men in this world than men of wisdom? More than one-
half the populace of each town is made up of them. Finally, this philosopher
need not go far to discover the baselessness of his theory. Let him but cast @
glance at himself and he will soon enough be convinced that there is emptiness
in this world.” And these are not the only satirical poems that Modena composcd
at various periods of his life.

The list of his friends and admirers seems to be endless. Thiey all seek his
friendship and intimacy, surely not a particularly convincing picce of evidence of
his supposedly misanthropic disposition or the pettiness of character that some
are disposed to find in him. Even in the days of his greatest economic struggles
we find him surrounded by persons who show him love and affection. For some
years (1604-6) Modena was the tutor in the household of the respected resident
of Ferrara, Joseph Salman Diena, and on leaving this position we find him
writing to a friend that ‘“Joseph Salman loved me as his own child.”* The
friendship between the tutor and his pupils was so deep that after the lapse of
some time he dedicated his book “Lev Haaryeh” (‘The heart of the Lion’) t0
one of Joseph Salman’s children. Authors and publishers of books sought t0
obtain Modena’s endorsement-verses, a service that he always rendered with the
utmost friendship and generosity. His entire being is distinguished by gentleness,
good-will and sympathy towards all. With characteristic readiness he extends
greetings in specially written poems to able Jewish youths who received the
doctorate in medicine and philosophy at the Padua University.3* He is ever
meticulously careful of the other man’s honor and self-respect. The sarcastic
poems that he composed in his early youth, directed against some of his unsuc-
cessful poet-competitors, were all carefully purged of reference to particular
persons on their inclusion in the Divan in later years. Being charged with the

3t Sce note to poem 212,

32 Max Weisz, Kaufman Mss. p. 28 registers a poem (by Modena?) composed in honor of
the graduation of the physician Shabbethai Astruc.
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duty of preparing for the press the little book entitled “Blil Hamitz" on the occa-
sion of the obtaining of the doctorate by his pupil Joseph Hamitz (Camis) in
which were to be included ten poems contributed by ten friends of the young
doctor, Modena prefaces the edition declaring “under oath” that the order in
which the poems were arranged has no bearing whatever upon their respective
merits, but that the order had been decided on in accordance with a lot drawn
by a little boy.s

The accusation that he composed his poetry mostly for pay will be found
without basis in the light of the material spread out before us in the Divan.
It is interesting to know first of all the smallness of the number of poems that
he composed in honor of prominent Christians. We have altogether ten short
poems of such character, and it is scarcely to be assumed that had he written
more of them he would have hesitated to include them in his Divan. Of the
crowned heads we find here Louis XIII of France represented, to whom Modena
dedicated a poem of eight lines on the occasion of the birth of his son Henry,
which event was celebrated, as Plantavitius informs us, by the Venetian Senate
with festivities arranged by it in honor of the French King.3* It is curious that
we find here no poem written in honor of the Pope, because from one of Modena’s
letters we learn that he did compose such a poem.3 But it is quite possible that
the poem in question was written in the Italian only, and hence he saw
no possibility of including it in his Hebrew collection. In the three instances in
which he did include Italian poems in the collection he invariably sets down
their Hebrew originals first, and there was obviously no Hebrew original in
this case.

Another sovereign in whose honor Modena composed a lengthy poem was
the Doge Marino Grimani. But in this particular case the author’s name did not
figure at all. “I composed it,” says Modena, “‘at the request of a priest who had
it sung before the Doge together with an oration, also in Hebrew, which is included
in my letters.” Four poems are written as endorsements to books of Christian
authors, three brief poems expressing the author’s friendship and admiration for
certain Christian “Brothers,” all of them evidently friends of the Jews, while
one other poem is dedicated to the marriage of an unnamed aristocratic Christian
couple of Bologna. If there is still someone ready to believe the oft-repeated
accusation that Modena made a business of writing laudatory poems in honor of

33 See note 12.
3 See Letters, [, p. 75. v. note to poem No. 56.

35 Compare notes to lines 24, 25 in poem 1.
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Christian celebrities, an acquaintance with the material contained in the Di

van
will compel him to revise his opinion.

The flimsy bases on which the accusations against Modena with regard to
his supposed avarice were reared may be seen from an instance that has
become axiomatic in the Modena literature. Publishing the text of an epitaph
composed by him for his friend (and perhaps also relative) Simon Copio, the
father of the celebrated Hebrew-Italian poetess Sara Copio Sullam, Soave, the
Italo-Jewish Modena biographer, discovered beneath the final verse of the text
the following lines;

“I sent this poem, any money I fail to see,

And each laborer is worthy of his hire.”” (111)
Geiger and some others professed to discover in these lines a supposedly base
characteristic of Modena, who would employ all means to extort money from his
patrons. There surely could be no baser action than to include a demand for
money in the wording of an epitaph, especially so when this is being sent to the
children and relatives of the deceased. But the Divan completely lays bare the
source of this tragi-comic misunderstanding. It has already been noted that
the copyist of the manuscript took care to use up all available space on each page
filling in the spaces left after the writing of the text with brief proverbs and
aphorisms, but always drawing a line across the page in order to separate the last
line of the poem from the proverb that followed. And there is indeed such a
line on the page in question in our copy of the Divan, so that it is perfcctl}'
evident that the proverb has nothing whatever to do with the text of the epitﬂph
but had been inserted later on in order to fill out the vacant space. Evidently
Soave, or the one who copied the manuscript for him, did not notice this lin€
so that both texts, bearing no relationship to one another, merged into one, and
Modena’s reputation suffered severely through this curious misunderstanding.*¢

It is quite possible that Modena did compose occasional poems for pay at the
request of certain persons. Even should this assumption prove true the critics are

committing a gross injustice by making a case against him out of it. Accord-

3% Soave's mistake becomes still less understandable when we look at the original manuscr'tp-t
from which he copied the said epitaph and the proverb. This manuscript (Cod. Adler, 675)
in the library of the Jewish Theological Seminary of New York, shows an absolutely clear interva
between the two subjects, between which two there is a wide gap so that the diversity of the two0
is evident. It is absolutely incomprehensible how Soave could have merged the two texts. That
Modena’s aphorism could have no bearing whatever upon the epitaph in question, is also

evident from the fact that allusion is made to a certain song (‘‘Shir’"). It is hardly thinkable
that the author should have described the text of an epitaph as a song or poem.



INTRODUCTION XXI1

ing to the prevailing notions of his time it was not only considered not dis-
honorable on the part of poets to accept the bounty of their patrons as a reward
for their literary creations, but, on the very contrary, such rewards were accepted
as a mark of proper recognition of the poet’s talents, and the higher the standing
of the patron the greater the honor accruing to the recipient thereof. As a
matter of fact the Divan does contain a great number of poems that Modena
composed for occasions of joy and sadness, for private and public celebrations,
and in honor of a considerable number of people. And yet one is bound to be
greatly impressed on looking over the list of persons to whom those poems were
dedicated. One would naturally expect to find here at least a considerable number
of men known especially for their wealth or generosity, but Modena's list creates
just the opposite impression. The forty-five wedding-poems as well as the
sixteen elegies are almost all dedicated to men known exclusively ‘as rabbis
and teachers in Israel, to famous poets and men of scholarship and knowledge as
well as to others whose repute extended to Italy and to other lands. Some few
of those on the occasion of whose death Modena composed elegies shall be named
here. \We find in this roster the famed rabbis and geonim Abigdor Cividale,
Abtalion of Rovigo, Leon Saraval, Gerson Bassani, Samuel Judah Katzenellen-
bogen, Samuel Archivolti, Eliezer Sarfati, Benjamin Finzi, Sabbattai Beer,
Jacob Treves; the well known scholar and physician rabbi Elijah Montalto, the
venerable communal leaders Calonymos Belgrado, Simone Luria (Padovano) and
others of the same calibre.

Or let us glance at the list of the persons whom Modena honored through
the medium of his poetical creations, on the occasion of a marriage or other
event in their families. Ve find here the names of the famous rabbis and scholars
Sim'ha (Simone) Luzzatto, Leon Moscatto, Moses Abbas, Moses Alfalas, Abra-
ham and Jacob Lombroso, Joseph Delmedigo, Nehemiah Saraval and his sons
Abraham and Solomon Hay (Vitale). We find here the names of the re-
nowned poets Angelo Alatrini, Yomtob (Bondi) Valvason, Benedetto Luzzatto,
Abraham (Cohab) Stella, the liturgical musician Solomon di Rossi, the celebrated
communal leaders and scholars Joseph da Fano, Jekutiel Dattolo, Don Yehuda
Avrabanel and the physicians and scholars David Portaleone, David de Pomis

and others of equal prominence.’?

37 It is worthy of note that in the few instances in which Modena composed laudatory poems
in honor of wealthy men he found it necessary to state explicitly that the initiative was due
not to himself but to his father-in-law. So does he indeed inform us with regard to poem 166

- (compare note to that poem} which he composed for some rich man'’s wedding: “I wrote it at the
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The foregoing surely throws sufficient light on de Modena's supposed

practical-mindedness and his avarice. In order to obtain money in exchange

for his poetry he chose to compose his poems in greater part in honor of rabbis,

poets and scholars! Apparently there is something amiss in the accusations of
Modena's detractors.

v

It is not difficult to fathom the true cause of the seeming desire on the part
of certain critics to undermine de Modena’s character and manhood. All of
them, from Geiger to Graetz, clung to the belief that Modena was a secret
opponent of the Talmud, and it became necessary to them to prove that there
was an element of insincerity in his make-up, and that his character was far
from pure, as a result of his poverty, it is true. The baselessness of this assertion
has long since been proved. But it is of great interest to note that, in this con-
nection too the Divan furnishes us with some truly enlightening examples. The
fact that in a great number of these poems Modena appears as a deeply religious
man as well as a devoted adherent of the Talmud and Midrash would not in
itself have been an object of surprise to us, but a rather self-understoad fact.
But it is interesting indeed to learn from these very poems that Modena waged
a bitter war against the opponents of the Talmud and Rabbinical authority
who made their appearance towards the end of the sixteenth century, especially
in the ranks of the wealthy, in various Italian Jewish communities. In tones
of bitter sarcasm he belabors those who would ‘“‘remove the crown from the heads
of the rabbis because the breath of the rich began to blow during that year
(1594)." “They seek to remove the crown of the Torah and to shorten the long
cloak,” evidently a hint at the current attempt to reform the rabbinic garments.
Again: “the rabbinic repute has become worthless and no one cares any longer to
know the permitted from the forbidden things.” We find the identical opposition
on the part of Modena towards those who were seeking to undermine by force
the authority of the rabbis also at a later period, the year 1616 to wit, at which

request of my father-in-law.” On another occasion, in a poem written in honor of the physician
de Pomis and Joseph da Fano (116) he states that he was only the copyist of the poem, and that
he had only copied the phrases of his father-in-law: “Says the copyist who writes down the beautiful
words of my noble father-in-law.” He certainly was referring to his own father-in-law and to
none other in both of these instances. We will not be far from the truth in assuming therefore
that by these remarks Modena desired to stress the fact that these deeds represented services of
friendship pure and simple, performed without the expectation of any monetary reward.
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time he complains bitterly that “‘that which has happened in 1594 is repeating
itself in 1616.” And we also find the same spirit animating another of his poems

(Nos. 64, 65, 66).38

L.eo de Modena did indeed have some opponents, but they did not come
out publicly during his lifetime.3® They began to make their appearance after
his death, and this opposition was based mainly on the suspicion that this great
Venetian rabbi had not been a man of sincere and whole-hearted piety.s His
writings had already been duly recognized as sacred and above reproach, but
the evil-tongued ones kept faithfully at their labors of disparagement. With
what effectiveness they performed their labors may be gauged from the legends
circulated with the object of disparaging the memory of Modena. In his prayer
for the Eve of Yom Kippur Katan, named “‘5pwp 1 ror’”’ (196) there is a line in
which he prays to the Almighty to return, to his people, “the crown of our head”
(wo83 An), an evident allusion to the return of the High Priesthood. But the
disseminators of falsehood and rumors came along and purported to discover
therein a prayer for the welfare of Shabbethai Zebi, the false Messiah.#* The fact
that Modena died twenty years before Shabbethai Zebi's very name became known
to the world had but little effect upon these detractors. Actually the publishers
of the Prayer Book had to take due notice of these rumors, so that they substi-
tuted “Atereth” or “Hod Roshenu’’ in place of ““Nezer” in later editions.#

Whence did these impressions and rumors arise? How was it possible that

38 In order to fully appreciate the spirit of protest and embitterment against the attempts
to belittle the authority of the Talmud and the rabbis expressed in these poems one must read
the note made by Modena in his ‘‘Letters’” on the same subject. Compare the note to poem 54.

39 Cod. Adler 4008, contains a Melitzah “against Yehuda Modina.” The manuscript proves
however that this document has nothing whatever to do with Leo de Modena. It is evident from
the content that this Yehuda Modina is not identical with our author.

40 Most likely this refers to the suspicions with regard to his sincerity, that apparently were
entertained by some while he was still alive. Perhaps he was alluding to this fact in his testament
written in the course of his illness from which he did not expect to recover (Chayye Yehudah p. 70:
comp. note to poem 225). *‘I swear them by God our father, I bind them that they shall not
indulge in lengthy praises (after my death), but to say only that I was not of the insincere ones,

but God-fearing, and kept from evil in secret even more than in public.”
# The term “Nezer Roshenu” was in frequent use by the adherents of Shabbethai Zebi in

connection with his “Messianic” mission, v. “Inyane Shabbethai Zebi” by A. Freimann, p. 115
*ax vy’ wia; compare also the prayers for Shabbethai Zebi ibid. p. 56, 57.

# 1t is not altogether impossible that the substitution of ‘“Hod Roshenu” or “Atereth”
(Roshenu) for “Nezer'" had nothing whatever to do with any insinuation with regard to Shabbethai
Zebi. The words ““Nezer” and “‘Atereth” interfere with the metrical scale, and it is quite possible
that the proof-reader of the edition had purposely selected the word “Hod" as being in consonance

with the metrical requirements of the verse.
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such suspicions should arise about the person of one who was so popular, S0
deeply religious and of such recognized authority? It is not altogether impossible
to believe that some few of the poems included in the Divan furnish the key to
this painful riddle. It is possible to believe that Modena's intimacy with many
Catholic priests was largely responsible for the creation of this legend.*

We have already noted the fact that among the ten poems in the Divan
dedicated to prominent Christians there are three dedicated to the works of
priests, a comparatively great proportion, especially when we take into considera-
tion the fact that these were endorsements written for books dealing exclusively
with the service and ceremonies of the Catholic Church. One of these priests,
though far from being a Jew-hater, did indeed show little regard for the Jewish
faith, describing the Jews as blind men (by means of the play on the respective
terms “Ibrim” and “Ivrim”). The Jewish faith was, in his opinion, *‘far from
true,” and he finds it incumbent on himself to become ‘‘the protector of the
Christian faith and a defender of its dogmas.” This did not prevent Modena,
however, from recognizing the author as “a man of a wise heart and of much
understanding”’ and to utter in his honor *songs, praises and laudations.” But
we must bear in mind that the interest that Modena found in such works was
based not only on his personal friendship with their priestly authors, but mainly
and because of the excellent Latin that they were written in, which most likely
called forth much admiration on his part. In one of his endorsements he stresses
the fact that it was written for a book composed “in Latin.”

We find Modena's expressions of brotherliness and good will voiced in
even warmer and stronger terms in his poem of praise dedicated to the Dominican
friar Vincenzo Comonymo Raguseo. This Dominican of the “golden tongue”
teaches generosity and refinement to the ‘“sinners and the evil-doers of his
people.” He redeems their souls “like the guiding of a storm-tossed ship to a
safe harbor.” ‘‘His words are refreshing to the oppressed, and his fellows bear
true song of praise to him.” Modena's friendship towards the Christian Church
and the sentiments of religious tolerance expressed in this poem, which, by the
way, has already been included in his “Letters,” is exceeded in nobility only by
the admiration expressed by him for a book written by the “Christian Brother"
Pietro Bellocchio. This book treats of confession, and it enumerates those of the

4 Significant in this connection is the remark by R. Isaac Halevi in his preface to Modena's
Magen Va-Hereb; ‘“He (Modena) was better known among Christians than among us, beloved

for his wisdom and his modesty in the eyes of Bishops, Dukes, Ambassadors of Kings and
Princes of peoples and nations, and there was no other after him.”
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sins ‘‘which the priest-confessor is authorized to forgive and those for the remission
Modena possessed a true

of which one must apply to a Cardinal or the Pope.’
understanding of the spiritual duties of the priest and duly praised his noble
efforts, “his desire to aid man and to redeem him.” That such spiritual
intercourse between a celebrated rabbi and the priests was bound to call forth
at least mixed feelings on the part of some of the much less enlightened elements
among the Jews goes without saying. It was not an unusual event, it is true, for
the rabbis at that period to compose laudatory poems in honor of the representa-
tives of Christianity. But, in the first place practically all such cases occurred
in connection with exceedingly high-placed church officials, and, secondly, these
praises did not bear on the internal Church ceremonies in any form whatever.
That Modena himself expected such reactions on the part of certain elements
among the Jews is to be seen from the explanatory introduction that he
appended to this poem. ‘I could not refrain from fulfilling the request of a
brother who is kindly disposed towards Israel to compose the following poem
in praise of a Latin work which he has published about their confession.” There
is no doubt whatever that in this introduction Modena sought to exculpate
himself and to clarify a point that might ultimately come under dispute, as it
did indeed.

Such was the spirit of Modena's relationship to the nobler activities of the
Christian Churchnian. We should not however jump to mistaken conclusions.
Modena was no admirer of Christianity but was a thorough and convinced
opponent of the dogmas of that church. In certain Christian ecclesiastic circles
he was considered even as a bitter enemy of Christianity. These opinions did not
however exert any influence on his relationship to the human being and his
spiritual strivings. Modena was a sincere devotee of the principles of religious
tolerance, and in this he proved himself a faithful disciple of the Italian Renais-
sance. In his nobler conceptions of tolerance he was perhaps one of the very few
true exponents of this ideal that the sixteenth century boasted. From these few
poems we can readily see that it was one of his greatest ambitions to foster
this ideal and to see it realized in life. But there is sufficient ground to doubt
whether all other Rabbis or members of the Italian Jewish communities were
animated by the same ideal and shared his philosophy.# Who knows but that
Leo de Modena's liberal stand on religious tolerance was responsible and
furnished the material for the opposition towards him that had its genesis in his

4 Cf. 1. H. Schorr, piona, 11 p. 41.
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own lifetime but broke out in full fury after his death? The fact that none of his
poems contains even the slightest allusion to these ‘“legends’ proves conclusively
that it was only after the death of this famous Venetian rabbi that the secret
enemies and the doubters of his piety began their nefarious labors of dissemin-
ating evil rumors and suspicions about him.

Leo de Modena was born and reared in that period when the philosophy
and outlook of Azariah di Rossi had begun to enlighten the minds of Italian
Jewry and their critical faculties were learning for the first time the exercise
of a certain measure of freedom. This spiritual change served to prepare the
ground for Modena. Within a short while after his death however a new spirit
set in in the religious and the communal life of Italian Jewry: the absorption
in the study of the Cabbalah on the one side and the mutual war of extermination
brought on by the Shabbethai Zebi movement on the other. This proved a
fertile field for the initiation of a struggle against the spirit of the Renaissance,
the spirit of tolerance of which Leo was the finest symbol. A period of spiritual
decay set in in Italian Jewry after his death, which occurred in the year 1648.

It has long been the desire of the students of the cultural history of the Jew
to aquire a more comprehensive understanding of this truly great man, his
literary creation and his Weltanschauung. The publication of the present Divan
aims to satisfy this desire in a considerable measure, and it affords the present
editor sincere satisfaction to make, within his limited capacities, some contribu-
tion towards this end. He hopes that it will serve to throw some new light on one
of the most fascinating figures in Jewish-cultural history of the sixteenth and
seventeenth centuries.

S. B.

4 That Modena foresaw the appearance after his death of critics of his person and teach-
ings, is evident from the characteristic phrase with which he rejects certain cabbalistic beliefs
in his Ari Nohem ed. Jerusalem 5689 XXIII, p. 57: ax myx &Y onoam nnk 8% oxxno Hipo nxt 53

znn 8% 0253 0D YT 37 ApIm 007 0P nnD D A Y3 aTND AR MD ANRE R RS 3Apa nn
195yR 891 noxra'.



